I shall begin my lecture with a mention of some of the many theories of language origins, including, by way of introduction, the theories presented later in the day. For centuries, music and gesture have been invoked as points of origin for language. On the other hand, over recent decades the relation between symbols and meaning, and computational models, have become major foci. While linguists, neuroscientists and computer scientists often look to these latter areas, archaeologists, primatologists and anthropologists tend to look to comparative studies of other times and other species. My own theoretical ideas are perhaps best seen set against these others.
The third phase is marked by a symbolic revolution, both in language and in symbolic behaviour more generally. This is the phase of fully-developed syntax, as well as of music, art, and religion. Kinship structures are fully-developed, and like creoles stabilise rapidly due to the intrinsic 'grammar' underlying them. Scholars, from Sigmund Freud to Chris Knight, have suggested that this was also a revolution or a phase of taboo, changing family and gender roles, and social upheaval. Recently, I have begun to consider further the implications of the symbolic revolution (Barnard, in press ): with it undoubtedly came changes in the use of linguistic utterances, from mere communication towards rather more that. I argue that Language became complex because of the evolution of story-telling, legend and myth as culturally-important means of expression. After the symbolic revolution, language co-evolved with mythology in symbolic frameworks which extended, to the limits of cognition, the capacity for verbal expression. 
